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----Quality Life Through Research----
Sent to all members of the Subcommittee

June 2, 2006

The Honorable Frank Wolf

Chairman

House Appropriations Committee
Subcommittee on Science, State, Justice
And Commerce and Related Agencies
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Mr. Chairman:

On behalf of the Federation of American Societies for
Experimental Biology (FASEB), its 22 member societies, and
more than 84,000 researchers, | write to urge you to support
President Bush’s fiscal year 2007 budget request of $6.02 billion
for the National Science Foundation (NSF). NSF is a vital partner
in the U.S. scientific enterprise and this funding level will permit
this agency to continue supporting researchers who are seeking
answers to many of our most complex scientific mysteries.

For more than fifty years, NSF has served as our nation’s premier
sponsor of fundamental research and science education. NSF
invests in talent, ideas, and tools that cross all boundaries of
scientific inquiry to produce new discoveries and technologies.
These innovations save lives, enhance our economic productivity,
protect our country, increase our knowledge and understanding of
the world and play a integral role in the United States’ place as a
scientific leader. For example:

» Epidemic containment- An NSF-supported computer network
contributed to the containment of the SARS outbreak last year by
connecting quarantined doctors in Taiwan to a world-wide
network of medical researchers. This network has a potential
application in the event of a pandemic flu outbreak.

» New antibiotics- By investigating exotic plant species in Central
America, NSF investigators have identified what could be the
next generation of antibiotics, helping to slow the growing
presence of antibiotic-resistant infections.

» Bio-Nanotubes- NSF researchers are working on small chemical
sensors that have the potential to rapidly monitor the bodily
functions of patients, such as blood sugar levels in diabetics or
hormone levels after drug treatment, without invasive
procedures. They can also be used to deliver drugs or genes to
specific cellular targets.



NSF funds research in new frontiers of scientific inquiry and contributes to creating a
highly skilled, competitive workforce in science and engineering. In order for the United
States to remain competitive in the ever-growing global science and technology
marketplace, an increase in NSF funding is necessary. | encourage you to recognize the
important work of NSF and support the President’s budget request of $6.02 billion.

Sincerely,

Auc 2. ﬁ,’,ﬁa‘n

Bruce R. Bistrian, M.D., Ph.D.
FASEB President
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