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FASEB PRESIDENT-ELECT, DR. WILLIAM TALMAN, TESTIFIES ON BEHALF OF 

INCREASED FUNDING FOR THE NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION 
 
Bethesda, MD – William Talman, M.D., President-Elect of the Federation of American Societies for 
Experimental Biology (FASEB), testified today in support of increased funding for the National Science 
Foundation (NSF) before the House Appropriations Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice, Science, and 
Related Agencies. “NSF is the only federal agency supporting research and education in all disciplines 
of science, engineering, and mathematics and is the principle source of federal support for research in 
many fields,” Talman stated. “I am a biomedical scientist and a neurologist practicing medicine at a VA 
hospital, but I come before you not on behalf of biology alone, but in full support of adequate funding 
for all fields of science.” 
 
The FASEB President-Elect pointed to advances in imaging technologies that have revolutionized the 
practice of medicine, saving lives, improving care, and reducing costs through prevention of 
unnecessary procedures. “It is abundantly clear to me that the work we do in medicine and life sciences 
has been tremendously enriched by discoveries in physics, mathematics, chemistry and engineering,” 
Talman testified, “NSF plays a significant role in advancing medical research.”  
 
Talman also spoke to the Subcommittee about the critical role NSF plays in training and career 
development of research scientists and engineers. “NSF is also committed to achieving excellence in 
science, technology, engineering, and math education at all levels,” he said. “In this way, NSF helps to 
ensure that its tradition of creative thinking in science, engineering, and mathematics continues in the 
next generation of researchers.”   
 
FASEB supports a FY 2011 appropriation of $7.68 billion for NSF.  Dr. Talman’s complete testimony 
may be found here. 

FASEB is composed of 23 societies with more than 90,000 members, making it the largest coalition of biomedical 
research associations in the United States. FASEB enhances the ability of scientists and engineers to improve—
through their research—the health, well-being, and productivity of all people. Our mission is to advance health 
and welfare by promoting progress and education in biological and biomedical sciences through service to our 
member societies and collaborative advocacy. 
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